URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  SADDLEWORTH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

* 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

J.  P.  STUART 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.F.C.M.,  D.P.H. 


).  Ward  &  Co.  ( Printers )  Ltd..  Wesley  Place.  Wellington  Road,  Dewsbury 


SADDLEWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 


LIST  OF  COUNCILLORS 
for  the  Year  1971/72 


Chairman: 

J.  DYSON,  Esq. 

Vice-Chairman : 

J.  D.  THOMPSON,  Esq. 


F.  G.  BATTYE,  Esq.,  J.P. 

♦J.  B.  BATTYE,  Esq. 

*G.  BOON,  Esq. 

*F.  CHADWICK,  Esq. 

E.  K.  CLEGG,  Esq. 

*J.  A.  CLEVERLEY,  Esq. 

J.  COLLIER,  Esq. 

*R.  N.  COOKE,  Esq. 

*M.  B.  CUTTLE,  Esq. 

D.  B.  DELLHIDE,  Esq.,  J.P. 
J.  HOOD,  Esq.,  J.P. 


**A.  JOHNSON,  Esq. 

H.  M.  JOHNSTONE,  Esq. 
*G.  E.  LORD,  Esq.,  J.P. 
*Mrs.  H.  MATTHEWS 
F.  PHILLIPS,  Esq. 

J.  F.  A.  PYATT,  Esq. 

R.  K.  RODGERS,  Esq. 

D.  M.  SEVILLE,  Esq. 

P.  M.  SMITH,  Esq. 

*A.  SPENCER,  Esq. 

*W.  R.  WHEELER,  Esq. 


** Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee. 
*  Member  of  the  Health  Committee 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

P.  M.  SAMMON,  m.b.,  ch.B.,  d.p.h. 
(Resigned  31.1.71) 

J.  P.  STUART,  M.B.,  ch.B.,  M.F.C.M.,  D.P.H. 
(Appointed  26.4.71) 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

(vacant) 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 

J.  KENWORTHY,  m.a.p.h.i.,  a.m.  Inst.p.c. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

P.  WHITTAKER,  m.a.p.h.i. 

A.  J.  GIBBON,  m.a.p.h.i.  (Resigned  31.3.71) 

J.  B.  WHITTAKER,  m.a.p.h.i.  (Appointed  24.5.71) 


1 


Divisional  Health  Office, 

6/8  St.  Peter’s  Street, 

Huddersfield. 

July,  1973. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Saddleworth  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
Saddleworth  Urban  District  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  during  1971. 

The  Report  is  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Minister  of  Health. 

The  Sections  of  the  Report  which  deal  with  the  Sanitary  Circum¬ 
stances,  Housing  and  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food,  were  compiled 
by  your  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  J.  Kenworthy. 

According  to  the  Registrar  General,  the  population  of  the  district  at 
Mid- 1971  was  20,680,  which  is  860  above  that  for  the  previous  year  and 
3,670  above  the  1961  Census  Figures.  The  live  births  attributed  to  the 
District  numbered  318,  5  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  242 
deaths,  32  more  than  in  1970. 

The  instance  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year  does  not  call  for 
any  special  comment. 

In  section  VII  of  the  Report,  particulars  are  given  of  the  services 
provided  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council  as  the  local  Health  and 
Education  Authority. 

In  conclusion  I  have  pleasure  in  recording  the  help  and  encourage¬ 
ment  given  to  the  staff  of  the  Department  during  the  year  by  members  and 
officials  of  the  Council. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  P.  STUART, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  I 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Urban  District  of  Saddleworth  is  situated  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
Pennine  Range.  The  District  is  very  hilly  and  includes  a  large  acreage  of 
unfenced  moorland.  The  highest  point  in  the  district  is  Black  Chew  Head 
(1,774  feet)  and  the  minimum  elevation  above  sea  level  (500  ft.)  is  near 
Greenfield. 

The  hills  are  gathering  grounds  for  many  streams  which,  running 
down  the  various  valleys,  form  the  River  Tame.  The  river  rises  near 
Denshaw  and  runs  in  an  ‘S’  curve  from  North  to  South  to  Greenfield. 

Scattered  along  the  valley  are  the  villages  of  Delph,  Uppermill,  and 
Greenfield  and  these  together  with  Springhead,  contain  the  greater  part  of 
the  District’s  population. 

Each  village  is  a  centre  of  manufacture  whilst  on  the  hillside  some 
farming  is  carried  on. 

The  principal  manufacturers  are  textiles,  both  woollen  and  cotton, 
engineering  and  paper. 


General  Statistics 


Area  in  Acres  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  18,485 

Enumerated  Population  (Census,  1951). .  ..  ..  ..  16,762 

Enumerated  Population  (Census,  1961). .  ..  ..  ..  17,010 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Population  (middle  of  1970)  19,820 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Population  (middle  of  1971)  20,680 

Area  Comparability  Factors:  Births  1.11;  Deaths  0.94 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1971  . .  . .  . .  8,31 1 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1972)  ..  ..  ..  ..  £594,511 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (March,  1972)  . .  . .  £5,707 


Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births 


SADDLEWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Birth  Rate 
per  1,000 
population 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

Total  number  (after 
adjustment  for  transfers) 

West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire 

England 

and 

Wales 

Year 

Total 

Sex 

Illegitimate 

M 

F 

No. 

°/ 

/O 

Crude 

Adjt. 

U.D’s 

Adm.Cty 

1971 

318 

164 

154 

12 

3-77 

15-38 

17-07 

17 -2 

17-2 

16-0 

1970 

323 

172 

151 

10 

310 

16-30 

18  09 

17  6 

17-5 

16-0 

1969 

300 

157 

143 

14 

4-67 

15-29 

16-97 

17-2 

17-1 

16  3 

1968 

327 

178 

149 

14 

4-28 

16-92 

18-78 

17  9 

17  8 

16  9 

1967 

324 

158 

166 

19 

5-86 

17-40 

19-14 

18  2 

18-2 

17-2 

Still  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  . . 


1971  1970  1969 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 
3  1  —  —  —  2 

15.48  Nil  6.62 
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Infant  Mortatily — Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  Year 


INFANT  DEATHS 

RATES  PER  1,000  LIVE  BI 

RTHS 

SADDLEWORTH  URBAN  DIST. 

West  Riding  of 

Saddle- 

Yorkshire 

England 

Sex 

Illegit- 

worth 

and 

Year 

Total 

— 

imate 

U.D. 

U.D’s 

Adm.Cty. 

Wales 

M 

F 

1971 

5 

2 

3 

_ 

15-72 

18-7 

18-4 

17-5 

1970 

4 

3 

1 

1 

12-39 

19  5 

19  8 

18  2 

1969 

3 

2 

1 

— 

10  00 

19  3 

18  9 

18  1 

1968 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3-06 

19  7 

18-5 

18  3 

1967 

6 

3 

3 

1 

18-52 

19-2 

19  2 

18  3 

Deaths 


SADDLEWORTH  l 

JRBAN  DISTRICT 

WEST  RIDING  OF 
YORKSHIRE 

ENGLAND 

AND 

WALES 

Total  Deaths  (after 
adjustment  for 
transfers) 

Death  Rates 
per  1,000 
population 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  population 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 
population 

Year 

Total 

Sex 

M 

F 

Crude 

Adjt. 

U.D’s 

Adm.  Cty. 

1971 

242 

117 

125 

11-70 

11-00 

12-5 

12-3 

11  6 

1970 

210 

118 

92 

10-60 

9-96 

13  0 

12-7 

11-7 

1969 

248 

123 

125 

12-64 

12-01 

12  9 

12  6 

11-9 

1968 

233 

115 

118 

12-05 

11  -33 

12  9 

12  6 

11-9 

1967 

236 

129 

107 

12-67 

11-91 

12-3 

12-0 

11-2 

The  Chief  causes  of  death  were: — 


1971 

1970 

1969 

(i)  Circulatory  Diseases,  excluding  Cerebro- 

vascular  disease 

92 

75 

102 

(ii)  Malignant  Neoplasms  . . 

43 

41 

45 

(iii)  Cerebrovascular  Diseases 

39 

32 

30 

(iv)  Respiratory  Diseases 

35 

35 

44 

These  four  causes  accounted  for  86.36%  of  the 

total  deaths, 

168  or 

80-38  %  occurred  in  persons  65  years  or  over  and  103  or  49-28  %  in  persons 
75  years  or  over. 

A  table  showing  the  causes  of  death,  ages  and  sex  distribution  is  set 
out  on  page  5. 
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Causes  of  Death 

Sex 

All 

Ages 

0- 

4- 

wks. 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

All  Causes 

M 

117 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

11 

18 

31 

48 

F 

125 

2 

1 

1 

i 

3 

3 

8 

17 

34 

55 

Malignant  Neoplasm — 

M 

1 

1 

—Oesophagus 

F 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm — stomach 

M 

4 

1 

3 

F 

2 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm — 

M 

1 

1 

Intestine 

F 

3 

2 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm — lung, 

M 

6 

1 

2 

2 

1 

bronchus 

F 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm — breast 

M 

F 

6 

3 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm — uterus .  . 

M 

F 

2 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm — 

M 

2 

2 

Prostate 

F 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

M 

7 

1 

2 

2 

2 

F 

7 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Diabetes  mellitus 

M 

1 

1 

F 

1 

1 

Other  endocrine  diseases 

M 

F 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  nf  nervous  .  . 

M 

1 

1 

system 

F 

Chronic  &  Rheumatic 

M 

heart  disease 

F 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Hypertensive  disease  . . 

M 

3 

1 

1 

1 

F 

2 

2 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

M 

40 

1 

5 

3 

13 

is 

F 

34 

2 

7 

9 

16 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

M 

4 

1 

1 

2 

F 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

M 

13 

5 

3 

5 

F 

26 

1 

1 

1 

7 

16 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory 

M 

1 

1 

system 

F 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

M 

6 

1 

2 

3 

F 

11 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

M 

12 

1 

3 

8 

F 

Asthma  . . 

M 

F 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

M 

3 

1 

2 

System . 

F 

2 

2 

Peptic  ulcer 

M 

F 

1 

1 

Intestinal  obstruction  and 

M 

hernia 

F 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

M 

1 

1 

F 

1 

i 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive 

M 

1 

1 

System 

F 

1 

i 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

M 

2 

2 

F 

2 

1 

i 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

M 

1 

i 

F 

Other  diseases  genito-urinary — 

M 

system 

F 

1 

l 

Diseases  of  musculo- 

M 

1 

l 

skeletal  system 

F 

Congenital  Anomolies 

M 

1 

1 

F 

Birth  injury — difficult  labour 

M 

F 

2 

2 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined 

M 

conditions 

F 

1 

l 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

M 

3 

1 

1 

i 

F 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents 

M 

2 

1 

1 

F 

3 

1 

i 

i 

Suicide  and  Self-inflicted 

M 

Injuries 

F 

2 

1 

i 

All  other  external  causes 

M 

F 

1 

1 
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Maternal  Mortality 

No  deaths  were  registered  as  directly  due  to  pregnancy  or  childbearing. 

Cancer 

The  number  of  deaths  attributable  to  Cancer  during  the  year  num¬ 
bered  43  (21  male  and  22  female)  as  compared  with  41  in  1970. 


Section  II 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

Staff 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a  part-time  officer  of  the  Council, 
but  is  engaged  whole-time  on  public  health  work. 

In  addition,  the  staff  consists  of  a  full-time  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  two  Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors.  Clerical  assistance 
is  drawn  from  a  typist  pool. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Clinical  Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  Oldham  Hospitals 
Joint  Laboratory,  and  Public  Health  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  Wakefield  and  Manchester  Laboratories. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

(a)  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 

The  ambulance  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  the  patient  is 
admitted  is  used  for  the  removal  of  the  patient. 

(b)  Cases  of  Sickness  and  Accident 

By  arrangement  between  the  Oldham  Corporation  and  the  West 
Riding  County  Council  the  Oldham  Ambulance  Service,  based  on  the 
Central  Depot,  Kelsall  Street,  Oldham,  provides  full  ambulance  cover  for 
the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  of  Saddleworth.  All  statutory  obligations 
placed  on  the  West  Riding  County  Council  by  virtue  of  the  Act,  so  far  as 
it  concerns  ambulance  work,  are  carried  out  by  this  service. 

For  mental  cases,  the  County  Council  ambulances  are  generally  used 
when  the  patients  are  removed  to  hospitals  in  the  Huddersfield  area. 

Home  Nursing  and  Midwifery 

Two  midwives  resident  at  Grotton  and  Springhead,  one  Home 
Nurse/Midwife  resident  at  Uppermill  and  three  Home  Nurses  resident  at 
Greenfield  (2),  and  Scouthead,  are  employed  by  the  West  Riding  County 
Council. 


Treatment  Centres,  Clinics  and  Hospitals 
Infant  Welfare  Centres 

Held  weekly  on  Tuesday  afternoon  at  Delph,  Wednesday  afternoon 
at  Uppermill,  Thursday  afternoon  at  Greenfield,  and  Friday  afternoon  at 
Springhead. 
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Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Held  monthly  on  the  1st  Monday  afternoon  in  the  month  at  Spring¬ 
head.  A  midwives’  clinic  is  also  held  on  the  3rd  Monday  afternoon  at 
Springhead.  Midwives  clinics  are  held  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Monday  after¬ 
noons  at  Uppermill. 


School  Clinics 

No  special  school  clinics  are  held  in  the  District,  but  the  school 
children  are  seen  at  all  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  Sessions. 

All  these  clinics  are  held  in  the  following  premises: — 

Delph:  Mini  Clinic,  Swan  Meadow. 

Greenfield:  Methodist  Sunday  School. 

Springhead:  W.R.C.C.  Clinic,  Cooper  Street. 

Uppermill:  W.R.C.C.  Health  Centre,  Smithy  Lane. 


Chest  Clinic 

Held  daily  at  the  Oldham  and  District  General  Hospital,  Oldham, 
but  a  prior  appointment  is  necessary. 


Venereal  Diseases  Clinics 

Held  at  the  Oldham  and  District  General  Hospital,  Oldham,  and  at 
the  Royal  Infirmary,  Huddersfield. 


Hospitals 

There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  Saddleworth  Urban  District,  which  is 
within  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board  area.  As,  however,  hospital 
facilities  are  more  easily  available  across  the  County  Boundary,  hospitals 
in  the  Manchester  Region  mainly  serve  this  district. 


(a)  Infectious  Diseases 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases,  other  than  Smallpox,  are  admitted  to 
Monsall  Hospital,  Newton  Heath,  Manchester. 


(b)  General  Hospitals 

General  cases  go  to  Oldham  Royal  Infirmary,  Oldham  and  District 
General  Hospital,  Oldham;  Huddersfield  Royal  Infirmary,  and  Ashton 
District  Infirmary,  specialised  hospitals  being  available  in  Manchester. 


(c)  Maternity 

Maternity  beds  are  provided  at  Oldham  and  District  General  Hospital, 
Oldham,  and  at  Lake  Hospital,  Ashton-under-Lyne. 
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Section  III 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  G.  McIntyre,  C.Eng.,  M.I.Mun.E.,  A.M. 
Inst.H.E.,  the  Surveyor,  for  the  following  particulars: 

“The  Mains”  water  supply  in  the  area  of  the  Urban  District  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  well  maintained. 

The  West  Pennine  Water  Board  have  three  reservoirs  in  the  Green¬ 
field  area,  Yeoman  Hey,  Greenfield  Reservoir,  and  Dovestones  Reservoir 
and  a  fourth  one  in  the  Chew  Valley,  Chew  Reservoir.  The  Dovestones 
Reservoir  is  primarily  a  compensation  reservoir.  There  are  also  reservoirs 
at  Catleshaw,  Dowry,  New  Years  Bridge,  Crook  Gate  and  Readycon  Dean. 
In  the  Diggle  Valley  are  also  reservoirs  which  feed  the  Huddersfield  Canal. 

The  gathering  grounds  in  the  Greenfield  Valley  (elevation  900  to 
1,900  ft.  A.O.D.)  and  at  Denshaw  (elevation  950  to  1,250  ft.  A.O.D.) 
consist  mainly  of  moorland  which  at  the  higher  elevations  are  covered 
with  peat  beds  overlying  the  millstone  grit  series  of  rock  formation.  The 
water  derived  from  the  gathering  grounds  is  soft  and  acidic  with  a  high 
degree  of  organic  purity.  The  pH  of  the  raw  water  varies  from  4.1  to  4.6 
and  is  dosed  with  a  coagulant  before  passing  through  closed  sand  filters, 
producing  a  pH  value  of  7.5  to  8.0  to  prevent  plumbo-solvent  action  on 
lead  service  pipes.  The  water  is  filtered  and  sulphate  of  ammonia  soda  ash 
or  lime  and  chlorine  is  then  added  before  distribution. 


The  following  areas  of  Saddleworth  are  supplied  with  water  from  Green¬ 
field  Reservoir: 


Greenfield  Diggle 

Uppermill  Delph 

and  from  Readycon  Dean: 

Moorside  Beshom  Hill 

Grains  Bar  Springhead 


Dobcross 
Lydgate  (part  of) 

Scouthead 
Grotton  (part  of) 


There  are  still  a  large  number  of  houses  in  the  District  which  obtain 
their  water  from  wells  and  springs.  These  would  require  extensions  to  the 
mains  for  considerable  distances  and  even  the  installation  of  pumping 
plants  to  raise  the  water  to  the  levels  required  in  certain  parts  of  the  area. 


The  number  of  dwellings  taking  water  from  the  public  supplies  is 
approximately  7,600.  Whilst  some  400  houses  have  satisfactory  private 
piped  supplies  a  small  number  of  isolated  farms  and  cottages  have  un¬ 
satisfactory  private  supplies. 

Reports  from  the  Water  Undertaker  of  samples  taken  from  premises 
within  the  area  are  regularly  received.  40  reports  were  received,  all  of 
which  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Public  supplies  have  been  examined  for  plumbo-solvency  on  9 
occasions  during  the  year,  all  of  which  proved  them  to  be  satisfactory. 

42  samples  were  taken  from  private  water  supplies  during  the  year 
of  which  28  were  unsatisfactory. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  whole  of  the  built  up  part  of  the  area  with  the  exception  of 
Grasscroft  and  Springhead  is  sewered  direct  to  the  Shaw  Hall  Bank 
Sewage  Disposal  Works,  Greenfield. 

The  main  sewer  from  this  works  follows  roughly  the  direction  of  the 
River  Tame  from  Greenfield  to  Denshaw.  The  size  of  the  main  outfall 
sewer  varies  in  diameter  from  27"  at  the  Works  to  9"  in  Denshaw. 

Branch  sewers  are  picked  up  by  the  main  sewer  from  the  districts  of 
Denshaw,  Delph,  New  Delph,  Dobcross,  Diggle,  Uppermill  and  Green¬ 
field. 

The  various  branches  at  Delph  enter  the  12"  main  sewer  near  Rasping 
Mill,  at  Delph  Station.  A  6"  branch  enters  the  18"  main  near  the  Wool- 
pack  Inn,  Dobcross  and  the  Diggle  branch  is  picked  up  near  Brownhill 
Bridge,  this  is  a  9"  sewer  entering  the  18"  main. 

The  main  is  21 "  diameter  through  Uppermill  and  branches  serving  the 
Uppermill  area  are  collected  at  Court  Street  and  Wade  Lock. 

An  18"  branch  serving  Greenfield  enters  the  27"  main  sewer  near  the 
old  Sewage  Disposal  Works  off  Chew  Valley  Road,  Greenfield,  and  the 
27"  main  sewer  crosses  the  River  Tame  into  the  works  near  to  its  junction 
with  the  Chew  Valley  Brook. 

The  Grasscroft,  Shaw  Hall  Bank  and  High  Grove  Road  areas  could 
not  gravitate  to  the  Shaw  Hall  Bank  Works,  Greenfield,  due  to  difficulties 
of  level  and  a  canal  crossing.  These  have  been  overcome  by  the  installation 
of  a  Pumping  Station  at  Royal  George  on  the  south  west  side  of  the  district 
to  which  all  the  drainage  of  these  areas  gravitates  and  are  then  pumped 
back  to  the  Greenfield  Works. 

A  7"  diameter  sewer  serves  the  Shaw  Hall  Bank  area  and  increases  to 
12"  after  picking  up  a  9"  branch  sewer  serving  the  Grasscroft  district. 

At  the  Royal  George  pumping  station  there  are  three  pumps,  all  of 
which  are  automatic  float  controlled. 

The  sewage  flows  to  one  sump  or  well  in  which  the  floats  are  fixed  at 
different  levels  according  to  the  size  of  the  pump  and  period  of  entering. 

In  normal  day  periods,  a  small  pump  is  more  than  adequate  for  the 
flow,  and  only  works  at  intervals,  but  in  the  event  of  an  increase  in  the  flow 
caused  by  rain,  storms,  etc.,  which  this  pump  cannot  control,  the  water 
level  in  the  well  rises  and  engages  the  float  of  one  of  the  larger  pumps, 
which  is  immediately  brought  into  commission,  and  the  small  pump  is  cut 
out. 

The  sewage  from  the  pumping  station  is  pumped  to  the  works  at 
Shaw  Hall  Bank  through  8"  cast  iron  pipes  for  treatment  along  with  the 
sewage  from  other  parts  of  the  district. 

A  6"  branch  sewer  serves  certain  parts  of  Manchester  Road  and  Dacres 
Estate,  and  enters  the  works  at  Shaw  Hall  Bank  at  the  same  point  as  the 
main  outfall  sewer. 

The  Springhead  area  of  the  district  is  sewered  by  gravitation  into  the 
County  Borough  of  Oldham  sewer  at  Holts,  near  the  Borough  boundary 
with  the  Lees  U.D. 

A  15"  main  outfall  sewer  follows  roughly  the  line  of  the  River  Medlock 
through  Lees  to  the  Boundary  of  the  Springhead  area  at  Hartshead  Street, 
and  thence  branch  sewers  extend  to  the  Waterhead,  Austerlands,  and 


9 


Scouthead  areas  and  through  Thornlea  Fold  to  Lydgate.  There  are  no 
sewers  in  the  northern  part  of  the  old  Springhead  area  beyond  Austerlands 
and  Scouthead. 


Trade  Waste  Effluents  from  the  factories  and  works  in  various  parts  of 
the  area  are  connected  to  the  main  sewers  at  different  points  by  private 
drains.  The  volume  of  effluent  discharged  from  these  premises  is  in  most 
instances  metered  at  the  point  of  connection  to  the  sewer  and  a  charge  is 
made  by  the  Council  to  the  respective  owners  of  the  premises  for  the 
treatment  of  the  sewage. 

Most  of  the  built  up  area  of  the  district  is  sewered,  but  there  are  still 
certain  properties  on  the  hillside  which  are  not  connected  to  the  main 
sewerage  system.  The  collapsed  and  defective  sections  of  Ashes  Brook 
surface  water  culvert  were  replaced  using  18"  to  30"  dia.  concrete  and 
cast  iron  pipes  and  surface  water  sewers  were  provided  up  to  18"  dia.  in  the 
Woodbrook  Road,  Cooper  Street  and  Den  Lane  area  of  Springhead. 

The  extension  and  improvement  of  existing  sewerage  system  using  9" 
and  12"  dia.  pipes  was  completed  in  Diggle. 

194  new  houses,  have  been  connected  to  the  sewers  during  the  year. 

68  additional  water  closets  have  been  installed  in  private  houses  and 
in  industrial  premises. 

Mr.  K.  A.  Deighton,  Manager  of  the  Water  Pollution  Control 
Department,  reports  as  follows: — 

The  reconstruction  of  the  Works  was  completed  in  the  two  year 
contract  period  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  all  units  of  plant  were  in 
operation.  The  new  flow  recorders  were  not  commissioned  until  November 
and  it  is  regretted,  therefore,  that  no  details  of  flow  can  be  given. 


Rainfall 

Year’s  total 

Maximum  daily  fall  (18th  October) 
Maximum  monthly  fall  (October) 
Minimum  monthly  fall  (September) 


916-3mm 
87-4mm 
145 -6mm 
22-7mm 


Number  of  days  on  which  rainfall  exceeded  0-2mm 
Number  of  days  on  which  rainfall  exceeded  10mm 
Average  annual  rainfall  ..  ..  ..  1150-5mm 

Shade  Temperatures 

Maximum  temperature  (30th  July) 

Minimum  temperature  (4th  January). . 

Range  of  temperature 


(36-08 

(3-44 

(5-73 

(0-89 


(45-3 


inches) 

inches) 

inches) 

inches) 

156 

127 

inches) 

30°C 
— 11°C 
41°C 


Sanitary  Accommodation 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  water  closets  . .  . .  . .  7,676 

Do.  provided  with  waste  water  or  trough  closets  . .  60 

Do.  provided  with  chemical  closets  . .  . .  . .  35 

Do.  provided  with  earth  or  pail  closets  . .  . .  188 

Number  of  earth  closets,  etc.,  converted  to  water  closets  . .  20 

Number  of  houses  served  with  earth  closets,  etc.,  due  to  lack  of 
sewer  or  water  facilities  . .  . .  . .  . .  (approx.)  188 

Any  special  action  taken  to  secure  conversion  of  earth  closets,  etc. 

Grants  made  available 

Action  taken  under  Agriculture  (Safety  Health  and  Welfare 
Provisions)  Act,  1956  .  . .  . .  . .  None 
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Public  Cleansing 

The  weekly  collection  of  all  household  refuse  in  the  district  has  been 
maintained  throughout  the  year. 

The  demand  from  the  public  for  the  removal  of  bulky  household 
refuse  has  continued,  but  even  with  the  service  offered  there  have  been 
incidences  of  dumping  rubbish  on  open  sites  in  the  district. 

Refuse  disposal  is  still  carried  out  at  Highmoor  Quarry  site  by  con¬ 
trolled  tipping. 

Salvage  of  Waste  Materials 

Salvage  and  recovery  operations  are  carried  out  at  Highmoor  Site 
where  one  man  is  employed  full  time.  The  Nissen  Hut  was  burned  out 
during  the  year  and,  consequently,  a  new  baling  shed  was  acquired  and  a 
new  single  phase  electric  baling  press  replaced  the  two  hand  operated 
presses. 

The  price  of  mixed  waste  paper  was  £1 1  per  ton  until  April  when  there 
was  a  decrease  of  £1-25  per  ton.  The  price  has  remained  at  £9-75  per  ton 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

The  tables  below  show  the  weights  and  values  of  salvage  sold  during 


1971:— 

Weight  Value 

Tons  £ 

Mixed  Paper  ..  ..  62-18  640-64 

Comparative  totals  for  the  years  1966,  1967,  1968,  1969  and  1970: — 

Weight  Value 

Tons  £ 

1966  212-65  1697-15 

1967  162-95  1176-65 

1968  135-00  1057-15 

1969  97-65  1149-25 

1970  102-65  1109-55 


Atmospheric  Pollution 

Smoke  observations  were  made  during  the  year  and  discussions  held 
with  mill  engineers  where  necessary. 

Throughout  the  year  a  daily  smoke  filter  and  volumetric  sulphur 
dioxide  instrument  have  been  in  use  at  the  Sewage  Works,  Greenfield. 

The  table  below  gives  the  monthly  results  with  respect  to  smoke  and 
sulphur  dioxide  (concentration-microgrammes  per  cu.m). _ 


1971 

Average  Value 

Highest  Value 

Lowest  Value 

Smoke 

SO* 

Smoke 

SO  2 

Smoke 

so8 

January 

122 

114 

372 

222 

29 

45 

February 

88 

144 

179 

258 

26 

68 

March 

76 

105 

223 

159 

21 

69 

April 

48 

100 

150 

236 

7 

52 

May 

32 

63 

71 

148 

15 

26 

June 

22 

43 

50 

74 

9 

22 

July 

22 

28 

44 

67 

9 

Aik 

August 

24 

22 

57 

67 

9 

Aik 

September 

52 

32 

231 

109 

18 

0 

October 

43 

31 

103 

60 

18 

Aik 

November 

98 

101 

499 

444 

25 

15 

December 

74 

115 

186 

256 

19 

52 
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Smoke  Control  Area 

The  Saddleworth  No.  1  Smoke  Control  Order  came  into  operation  on 
the  1st  June,  1960.  This  area  comprises: — 


Industrial  Premises  . .  9 

Commercial  Premises  . .  16* 

Dwellinghouses  . .  . .  379* 

Other  Premises  . .  . .  9* 


*“Mixed  Premises”,  i.e.,  shop  dwellings,  etc.,  have  been  entered  as  two 
premises,  once  as  dwellings  and  once  under  commercial  premises,  etc. 


Moveable  Dwellings 

Number  of  sites  licensed  for  caravans  for  holiday  and  recrea¬ 


tional  purposes  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Number  of  caravans  on  these  sites. .  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Number  of  sites  licensed  for  caravans  for  residential  purposes  . .  1 

Number  of  Caravans  on  these  sites  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Number  of  Caravans  licensed  individually  . .  . .  . .  1 


Offensive  Trades 

There  are  now  only  two  such  trades  in  operation  namely,  one  size 
maker  and  one  soap  boiler. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  with  regard  to  the  two  trades. 


The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

All  treatments  are  carried  out  by  one  rodent  operator.  The  Council 
give  free  treatment  to  private  dwellinghouses,  but  make  a  charge  on  a 
“time  and  materials”  basis  in  respect  of  other  premises. 

The  table  below  gives  extracts  from  Form  PDP/64  which  is  the 
annual  report  of  rodent  control  works  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN  SEWERS 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1.  No.  of  properties  in  Local  Authority’s  District  . . 

8193 

142 

2.  Total  number  of  properties  (including  nearby 

premises)  inspected  as  a  result  of  notification 

411 

16 

No.  of  such  properties  found  to  be  infested  by: 

(i)  Rats  . 

234 

12 

(ii)  Mice 

177 

4 

3.  Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for  rats 

and/or  mice  for  reasons  other  than  notification  . . 

11 

3 

No.  of  such  properties  found  to  be  infested  by: 

(i)  Rats 

6 

2 

(ii)  Mice 

5 

1 

12 


Factories  Acts,  1961 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

(1) 

No.  on 
Register 
(2) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4  &  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  L.A. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sect.  7  is  enforced  by 
L.A. 

101 

12 

2 

_ 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sect. 

7  is  enforced  by  the  L.A.  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers  premises) 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Total 

103 

12 

2 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions 
were 

instituted 

(6) 

Referred 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l.) 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3.) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4.) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7.) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

2 

2 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  of¬ 
fences  relating  to  Out- 
Work) 

Total 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

3.  Outworkers 

Notification  has  been  received  of  one  outworker  employed  by  a  firm 
out  of  the  area. 
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The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Registration  of  premises  under  Section  49  of  this  Act  was  required 
by  the  31st  July,  1964. 


Registrations 


Class  of  premises 

No.  of  premises 
registered  during 
the  year 

No.  of  registered 
premises  at  end  of 
year 

Offices  .  . 

17 

Retail  Shops  . . 

— 

52 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

— 

3 

public,  canteens 

— 

23 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

Total  . . 

— 

96 

No  notification  of  any  accident  was  received  during  the  year. 
294  inspections  of  premises  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 


Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

Seven  Licences  were  granted  during  the  year  to  persons  entitling  them 
to  keep  boarding  establishments  for  animals,  i.e.,  dogs  or  cats. 


Registration  of  Hairdressers 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  (General 
Powers)  Act,  1951,  59  persons  and  35  premises  were  on  the  register  at  3 1st 
December,  1970. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

Summary  of  visits  paid,  and  action  taken: 

Nuisance  Inspections 


Total  number  of  inspections  made  in  1971  for  nuisances  only 


(not  including  Housing  Inspections) 

176 

Nuisances  found  in  1971 

56 

Nuisances  in  hand  end  of  1970 

10 

Total  needing  abatement 

66 

Abated  during  1971 . 

40 

Outstanding  end  of  1971 

•  •  •  • 

26 

Notices  served,  Informal 

66 

Informal  notices  complied  with 

36 

Notices  served,  Statutory 

•  • 

5 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with 

.  . 

4 

Total  number  of  summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings  . . 

— 

14 


Other  Inspections 

Housing  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  250 

Improvement  and  Standard  Grants  . .  . .  . .  242 

Qualification  Certificates  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  55 

Food  and  Drugs  Inspections 

Ice-Cream  Premises 

Slaughterhouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  359 

Butchers  Shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 

Food  Preparing  Premises  (Canteens,  Restaurants,  etc.)  . .  110 

Other  Food  Shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  60 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Offensive  Trades 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

Factories  Act,  1937 


Visits  paid  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Visits  paid  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  294 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Visits  paid  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  956 

Pests  Act,  1949 

Visits  paid  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  876 

Infectious  Disease 

Visits  paid  (other  than  schools)  . .  . .  . .  . .  85 

Visits  paid  (to  schools)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 


Section  IV 


HOUSING 

It  has  been  noted  that  many  houses  previously  considered  to  be  sub¬ 
standard  are  now  owner/occupied  and  considerable  improvements  made 
bringing  them  in  most  cases  to  quite  a  high  standard. 

Urgent  cases  of  re-housing  of  tenants  from  sub-standard  properties 
were  dealt  with  by  the  re-letting  of  existing  houses. 

Housing  Statistics 

1.  No.  of  Dwellinghouses  in  District  ..  ..  ..  ..  8,311 

2.  No.  of  houses  included  in  above: 

(a)  Back-to-back  . .  . .  . .  . .  (approx.)  100 

(b)  Single  Back  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

3.  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  Unfit  Houses  Elsewhere 

No.  of  houses  included  in  Representations  made  during  the  year: 

(a)  In  Clearance  Areas  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

(b)  Individual  unfit  houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 
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A.  Houses  Demolished 


Houses 

Demolished 

Displaced  during  year 

Persons 

Families 

In  Clearance  Areas: 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

9 

1 

1 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 
arrangement,  etc.  . . 

_ 

_ 

__ 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under 
Section  43  (2)  Housing  Act,  1957  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas: 

(4)  As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  17(1) 
Housing  Act,  1957  . . 

2 

1 

(5)  Local  Authority  owned  houses 
certified  unfit  by  the  M.O.H. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
where  action  has  been  taken  under 
local  Acts 

(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness 
Orders 

(7a)  Number  of  dwellings  included 
above  which  were  previously  re¬ 
ported  as  closed 

— 

— 

— 

B.  Unfit  Houses  Closed 


Number 
of  Houses 

Displaced  during  year 

Persons 

Families 

(8)  Under  Sections  16(4)  17(1)  35(1), 
Housing  Act,  1957  . 

2 

8 

2 

(9)  Under  Section  17(3)  and  26  Housing 
Act,  1957  . 

(10)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 
Section  18  Housing  Act,  1957 

— 

— 

— 

C.  Unfit  Houses  Made  Fit  and  Houses  in  which  Defects  were  Remedied 


By  Owner 

By  L.A. 

(1 1)  After  informal  action  by  L.A . 

(12)  After  Formal  Notice  under — 

10 

— 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts 

— 

— 

(b)  Sections  9  &  16  Housing  Act,  1957 

— 

— 

(13)  Under  Section  24  Housing  Act,  1957  .. 

1 

— 

(14)  Under  Section  27  Housing  Act,  1957  . . 

1 

— 
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D.  Unfit  Houses  in  Temporary  Use  (Housing  Act  1957) 


Position  at  end  of  year 

Number  of 
Houses 

Number  of 
separate 
dwellings 
contained 
in  Col.  (1) 

(1) 

(2) 

(14)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation 
(a)  Under  Section  48 

(b)  Under  Section  17(2) 

— 

— 

(c)  Under  Section  46 

— 

— 

(15)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation  under 
Sections  34  or  53 

— 

— 

E.  Purchase  of  Houses  by  Agreement 


Number  of 
Houses 

Number  of 
separate 
dwellings 
contained 
in  Col.  (1) 

(1) 

(2) 

(16)  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than  those  in¬ 
cluded  in  confirmed  Clearance  Orders  or  Com¬ 
pulsory  Purchase  Orders,  purchased  in  the  year 

— 

— 

4.  No.  of  families  rehoused  during  the  year  into  Council  owned 
Dwellings : 

(a)  Clearance  Areas  etc.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

(b)  Overcrowding  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

5.  Rent  Act,  1957 

(a)  No.  of  certificates  of  disrepair  granted  . .  . .  Nil 

(b)  No.  of  undertakings  to  execute  repairs  given  by  owners 

to  the  Local  Authority  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

(c)  No.  of  certificates  of  disrepair  cancelled  . .  . .  Nil 

6.  Qualification  Certificates 

(a)  No.  of  certificates  approved  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

(b)  No.  of  Provisional  certificates  approved  . .  . .  4 


7.  Overcrowding 

No  new  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered  during  the  year. 

8.  New  Dwellings 

Number  of  new  dwellings  completed  during  the  year: 

By  the  Local  Authority  .  Nil 

By  Private  Enterprise  .  118 
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9.  Grants  for  Conversions  or  Improvement  of  Housing  Accommodation 


Formal 
applications 
received 
during  the 
year 

Applications 
approved 
during  the 
year 

Number  of 
dwellings 
completed 
during  the 
year 

Number  of 
dwellings 

Number  of 
dwellings 

(a)  Conversions  (the  number  of  dwellings 
is  the  number  resulting  from  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  work) 

10 

7 

2 

(b)  Improvements 

59 

58 

48 

10.  Details  of  Advances  for  the  Purpose  of  Acquiring  and  Constructing 
Houses 

Advances  involving  £21,750. 

Close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Housing  Department  and  if 
applicants  for  a  Council  house  state  that  they  are  living  in  unsatisfactory 
conditions,  my  department  is  notified  of  this  by  the  Housing  Manager.  All 
such  houses  are  inspected  and  any  necessary  action  taken,  after  which  the 
Housing  Department  is  kept  informed  of  such  action,  and  the  result 
thereof. 

Applicants  on  waiting  list  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year 


numbered  317  consisting  of: — 

Group  1  (priority)  . . 

1 

Group  2  (elderly  persons)  . . 

..  220 

Group  3  (newly  married  couples)  . . 

33 

Group  4  (general  needs) 

63 

317 

Section  5 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 

During  the  year  38  bulk  samples  were  taken  for  the  presence  of 
Brucella. 


The  following  “individual  cow”  samples  were  taken  for  the  presence  of 
Brucella: — 


No.  of  samples 
183 


No.  of  samples  positive 
Ring  Test  Cream  Culture 
18  5 


As  a  result  of  these  samples  5  cows  were  voluntarily  sent  for  slaughter. 
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Meat  Inspection 

Three  private  slaughterhouses  are  licensed,  situate  as  follows: 

Denshaw  . .  One 
Dclph  . .  Two 

A  total  of  357  visits  were  made  to  the  Slaughterhouses  for  the  purpose 
of  meat  inspection. 


Particulars  of  carcases  inspected  were  as  follows: — 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Goats 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Total 

Animals 

Number  Killed 

1158 

397 

— 

14 

57 

1385 

3011 

Number  Inspected 

1158 

397 

— 

14 

57 

1385 

3011 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

125 

133 

_ 

1 

2 

19 

280 

Percentage  of  num¬ 
ber  inspected 
affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

9-26 

29-95 

14.29 

1.76 

1  -59 

10.91 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  Carcases 
condemned 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Percentage  of 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  Carcases  found  to  be  affected  with  Cysticercus 
Bovis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 


Weight  of  offal  and  carcase  meat  condemned: 

Offal  .  2,877  lbs. 

Carcase  Meat  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  560  lbs. 

In  addition  5  whole  carcases  were  condemned : — 

1  cow  370  lbs. 

3  sheep  130  lbs. 

1  cattle  excluding  cows  270  lbs. 


5  770  lbs. 


The  condemnations  were  mainly  for  severe  bruising,  emaciation, 
septicaemia,  oedema,  etc. 
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Other  Foods 

During  1971  the  following  foodstuffs  were  voluntarily  surrendered  and 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption: — 

Tins  lbs.  ozs. 

Tinned  Meats  ..  ..  2  12  — 

Disposal  of  Unsound  Food 

Condemned  carcase  meat  and  offals  are  disposed  of  in  accordance 
with  the  Meat  (Sterilization)  Regulations,  1969.  Small  quantities  of  un¬ 
sound  tinned  goods  and  other  food  voluntarily  surrendered  are  burned  or 
buried. 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  Ice  Cream 

Number  of  food  premises  in  the  area: — 

(a)  Catering  Establishments  . .  . .  . .  . .  52 

(b)  Bakehouses .  . .  . .  12 

(c)  Other  Food  Shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  140 

Number  of  Food  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955: — 

(a)  (i)  Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  .  — 

(ii)  Retailers  . .  . .  .  64 

(b)  Sausages,  Potted  or  Preserved  Foods  . .  . .  14 


Registration  of  Food  Hawkers 

Seventeen  persons  and  1 1  premises  are  registered  under  the  provisions 
of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1951. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

The  West  Riding  County  Council  is  the  Authority  responsible  for  the 
Food  Adulteration  Section  of  the  Act.  Particulars  of  samples  taken  during 
the  year  have  been  supplied  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and 
Measures  and  show  that  15  samples  of  milk,  and  14  of  other  foods  were 
examined,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 


20 


Section  VI 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  DISEASES 
Scarlet  Fever 

Seven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year.  Two  of  the 
patients  were  pre-school  children  and  5  were  of  school  age. 

Measles 

A  total  of  49  cases  were  notified,  22  in  the  first  quarter,  6  in  the  second 
quarter,  6  in  the  third  quarter  and  1 5  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  Of  these 
cases  2  were  under  one  year  of  age,  16  were  of  pre-school  age  and  31  were  of 
school  age. 


Tuberculosis 

During  the  year,  2  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  entered  in  the 
register  whilst  4  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  removed.  The  cases 
remaining  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  were: — 

Pulmonary  . .  . .  . .  Male  21  Female  6 

Non-pulmonary  . .  . .  Male  9  Female  2 

Whooping  Cough 

Twenty-five  cases  were  notified,  12  of  which  were  of  pre-school  age, 
and  13  of  school  age. 


Food  Poisoning 

One  case  of  food  poisoning  was  confirmed,  the  patient  being  a  child 
aged  10  years  and  resident  in  Uppermill. 


Dysentery 

During  the  year  2  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified,  one  of  the  patients 
being  of  pre-school  age  and  one  an  adult  both  resident  in  Scouthead. 

Acute  Meningitis 

Two  cases  were  notified,  both  adults. 


Infective  Jaundice 

Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  2  being  of  school  age  and 
one  adult. 
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SECTION  VII 


COUNTY  COUNCIL 
OF  THE 

WEST  RIDING  OF  YORKSHIRE 


DIVISION  20 


URBAN  DISTRICTS  OF : 


COLNE  VALLEY 
DENBY  DALE 
HOLMFIRTH 


KIRKBURTON 

MELTHAM 

SADDLEWORTH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

BY 

J.  P.  STUART 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  M.F.C.M. 


1971 


DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


Divisional  Medical  Officer 

P.  M.  SAMMON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
(Resigned  31.1.71) 

J.  P.  STUART.  M  B..  Ch.B..  D.P.H. ,  M.F.C.M. 
(Appointed  26.4.71) 


Senior  Departmental  Medical  Officers  and  School  Medical  Officers 
L.  LLOYD  EVANS,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 


Departmental  Medical  Officers  and  School  Medical  Officers 
G.  D.  ROWORTH,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 


Clinic  Medical  Officers  (Part-time) 


A.  N.  Bradford,  m.b.,  b.c.,  l.m.s.s.a. 
N.  Dennis,  m.b.,  ch.B. 

E.  Higgins,  m.b.,  ch.B. 

A.  A.  Kenyon,  m.b.,  ch.B.,  d.p.h. 

T.  A.  Lambros,  m.b.,  ch.B. 

S.  M.  Lightowler,  m.b.,  ch.B. 


H.  Mercer,  m.b.,  ch.B. 

I.  Morgan,  m.b.,  ch.B. 

L.  M.  Sykes,  m.b.,  ch.B. 

V.  Wardle,  m.b.,  ch.B. 

K.  M.  Wood,  m.b.,  ch.B.,  d.p.h.,  d.c.h., 
D.R.C.O.G. 


Divisional  Nursing  Officer: 

Mrs.  S.  NORTH  (Appointed  4.1.71) 


First  Line  Manager— Health  Visitors: 

Miss  P.  S.  PATTERSON  (Appointed  18.10.71) 


First  Line  Manager— Home  Nurses  and  Home  Nurse/Midwives : 
Mrs.  L.  M.  J.  BLEZZARD  (Appointed  2.8.71) 


Health  Visitors 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Ball 
Miss  J.  M.  Balmforth 
♦Mrs.  B.  Buckley 
Miss  L.  Chapman 
Mrs.  M.  Devy 
Mrs.  P.  Hartley 
Mrs.  R.  J.  Hedderman 
(Appointed  17.5.71) 

Mrs.  A.  J.  Herriott 
Mrs.  O.  P.  Hollingdale 
Mrs.  P.  A.  Hughes 


and  School  Nurses: 

Mrs.  D.  Inman 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Johnson 
(Appointed  27.9.71) 

Mrs.  E.  L.  B.  Lythe 
Mrs.  M.  McKenna 
Miss  B.  I.  Ownsworth 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Robinson 
Mrs.  A.  Royston 
*Mrs.  G.  M.  Wadsworth 
♦Mrs.  J.  Yates 
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Assistants  to  the  Health  Visitors: 

*Mrs.  A.  A.  Butterworth  Mrs.  M.  Warburton 


Mrs.  N.  Leatham 

Mrs.  J.  Leach 

(Appointed  19.4.71) 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Wilson 

Mrs.  D.  Spencer  (Resigned  28.2.71)  (Appointed  12.7.71) 


Mrs.  K.  Haigh 

Mrs.  E.  Kilroy 

Midwives: 

Mrs.  M.  Kilroy 
*Mrs.  M.  Stainforth 

Miss  K.  Brookes 

Miss  C.  M.  Duckworth 
Mrs.  D.  Garlick 

Mrs.  I.  A.  Green 

Nurse/Midwives: 

Miss  C.  Greenwood 

Mrs.  K.  M.  Kaye 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Pearce  (Appointed  21.6.71) 
Miss  M.  Sykes 

Mrs.  M.  W.  Allott 

Mrs.  M.  D.  Bennion 

Mrs.  B.  Bentley 
*Mrs.  J.  D.  Bottom 
(Appointed  15.3.71) 

Miss  L.  Casey 

Mrs.  E.  Charles 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Christopher 

Home  Nurses: 

Mrs.  P.  R.  Culpan  (Appointed  11.1.71) 
•Mrs.  M.  R.  Hindley 
*Mrs.  M.  Kilner 
*Mrs.  M.  Moorhouse 

Mrs.  J.  Taylor 

♦Mrs.  M.  Tiffany  (Resigned  4.8.71) 
Miss.  M.  Whiteley 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Wilson 

Speech  Therapist: 

*Mrs.  C.  E.  Stacey  (Re-appointed  18.1.71) 
*Mrs.  R.  Toeman  (Resigned  31.8.71) 

Divisional  Administrative  Officer:  Mr.  G.  A.  Beatson 


*Part-Hme 


3a 


WEST  RIDING  COUNTY  COUNCIL— SERVICES 


INTRODUCTION 

In  this  section  an  account  is  given  of  the  services  provided  by  the 
West  Riding  County  Council  in  the  Division. 

The  Division  which  consists  of  the  Urban  Districts  of  Colne  Valley, 
Denby  Dale,  Holmfirth,  Kirkburton,  Meltham  and  Saddleworth,  has  a 
population  of  98,850  and  an  area  of  82,750  acres.  Although  the  population 
is  only  slightly  more  than  one  person  per  acre  on  average,  owing  to  the 
wild  moorland  nature  of  much  of  the  Division,  the  majority  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  live  in  small  urban  communities  in  the  various  valleys. 

During  the  year  two  new  Acts  came  into  force  affecting  certain 
services  previously  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department.  These  were: — 

The  Education  (Handicapped  Children)  Act,  1970,  and 
Local  Authority  Social  Services  Act,  1970. 

The  former  transferred  responsibility  for  the  education  of  mentally 
handicapped  children  to  the  Education  Committee  with  effect  from  1st 
April,  1971,  and  the  second  Act  involved  the  setting  up  of  a  new  Department 
of  Social  Services  which  has  taken  over  certain  services  previously  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  Health  Department,  including  the  Home  Help  Service 
and  the  Mental  Health  Services. 


STAFF 

The  Divisional  Medical  Officer  is  also  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
the  six  County  districts  in  the  Division.  There  is  an  establishment  for  one 
Senior  Departmental  Medical  Officer  who  is  also  Deputy  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  all  the  County  Districts  except  Saddleworth,  and  a  Senior 
Departmental  Medical  Officer  who  is  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Saddleworth.  Both  these  posts  were  vacant  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

There  is  also  provision  for  two  full-time  Departmental  Medical 
Officers,  one  of  whom  holds  the  post  of  Senior  Departmental  Medical 
Officer  (clinical). 

Eleven  part-time  Medical  Officers  undertake  sessional  work  at  Child 
Welfare  Centres. 

Details  of  the  Health  Visiting,  Home  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Staffs 
will  be  found  later  in  this  report. 

The  statistics  given  in  this  Section  relate  to  the  whole  Division  but 
where  practicable  they  are  sub-divided  into  those  for  the  various  districts. 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1971 


Colne 

Valley 

U.D. 

Den  by 
Dale 
U.D. 

Holm- 

firth 

U.D. 

Kirk- 

burton 

U.D. 

Mel- 

tham 

U.D. 

Saddle 

worth 

U.D. 

Division 
No.  20 

Aggregate 

West 

Riding 

U.D’s. 

West 

Riding 

Admin. 

County 

Eng¬ 
land  & 
Wales 
prov. 
figures 

Area  (Acres) 

16,052 

10,165 

17,565 

14,577 

5,906 

18,485 

82,750 

380,334 

1,609,759 

* 

Population 

21,170 

11,330 

19,370 

19,580 

6,720 

20,680 

98,850 

1,277,180 

1,801,560 

* 

Live  Births 

324 

185 

329 

327 

112 

318 

1,595 

21,567 

30,687 

♦ 

Still  Births 

2 

3 

4 

4 

2 

5 

20 

279 

382 

* 

Deaths 

285 

118 

210 

362 

66 

242 

1.283 

15,300 

20,585 

* 

Deaths  under  1  year 
of  age 

5 

6 

3 

3 

2 

5 

24 

404 

566 

* 

Birth  Rate 

Per  1,000  estimated 

population  (Crude) 

15.30 

16  33 

16  99 

16.70 

16  67 

15.38 

16.14 

16.9 

17.0 

16.0 

„  (Adjusted) 

17.14 

18  13 

18.86 

18.54 

18  84 

17.07 

— 

17.2 

17.2 

— 

Death  Rates 

All  per  1,000  esti¬ 
mated  population 

All  Causes  (Crude) 

13.46 

10  41 

10.84 

18  49 

9.82 

11.70 

12.98 

12.0 

11.4 

11.6 

„  „  (Adjusted) 

13  59 

10.62 

10.30 

11.28 

10.11 

11.00 

12.5 

12.3 

— 

Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  system 

— 

— 

— 

0.15 

— 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

0  02 

Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.01 

0.01 

0  01 

Respiratory  Diseases 
(excluding  tubercul¬ 
osis  of  respiratory 

system) 

1.75 

1.24 

1  24 

4.39 

0  60 

1  69 

2  02 

1.53 

1.42 

* 

Cancer 

2  60 

1.94 

1.76 

2.71 

2  23 

2  08 

2.25 

2.25 

2.16 

2.39 

Circulatory  Diseases 
excluding  Cerebro- 

vascular  Disease 

5.81 

4  68 

5.01 

6  89 

4.17 

4.45 

5.34 

4.62 

4.41 

* 

Cerebrovascular 

i 

Disease 

1  61 

1 .06 

1  91 

1  99 

1.64 

1.89 

1.74 

1.86 

1.75 

1 

* 

Infant  Mortality 

15.43 

32.43 

9.12 

9.17 

17.86 

15  72 

15.04 

18.7 

18.4 

17.5 

Maternal  Mortality 

— 

— 

' 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.09 

0.10 

0.17 

Figures  not  available. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  area  during 
1971  was  1,595  (806  male,  789  female)  an  increase  of  50  compared  with 
the  previous  year. 

THE  CRUDE  BIRTH  RATE  was  16. 14  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population  as  compared  with  15.95  for  1970. 

The  illegitimate  live  births  numbered  81  or  5-08%  of  the  total  live 
births.  This  compares  with  29  or  2-68%  in  1955,  82  in  1966,  94  in  1967, 
102  in  1968,  90  in  1969  and  95  in  1970. 


Deaths 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  area  after  correction  for 
transfers  were  1,283  (639  male,  644  female)  a  decrease  of  7  on  the  total 
for  1970. 

THE  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  from  all  causes  was  12.98  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  population  as  compared  with  13.32  for  the  previous  year. 

The  following  were  the  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  frequency: 


(i)  Circulatory  diseases  (excl.  Cerebrovascular  disease)  . .  528 

(ii)  Malignant  Neoplasms  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  222 

(iii)  Respiratory  diseases  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  200 

(iv)  Cerebrovascular  disease  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  172 


These  four  causes  accounted  for  87.45%  of  the  total  deaths. 


Infant  Mortality 

In  1971  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  24,  as 
compared  with  21  in  the  previous  year.  Of  these  deaths  15  infants  were 
under  4  weeks  of  age  at  the  time  of  death. 

THE  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  was  15.04  per  1,000  live  births, 
as  compared  with  13.59  for  1970. 

The  death  rate  amongst  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  was  15-85  as  compared  with  11-72  for  1970. 

There  were  no  deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 


6a 


EPIDEMIOLOGY 


Smallpox 

No  cases  of  smallpox  were  reported  during  the  year. 

In  July  routine  smallpox  vaccination  in  early  childhood  was  discon¬ 
tinued  on  the  advice  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Vaccination  and  Immunisa¬ 
tion. 


Diphtheria 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Arrangements  for  immunisation  have  continued  as  in  previous  years, 
the  inoculations  being  given  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  by  private 
medical  practitioners. 

During  the  year,  1,449  children  received  a  full  course  of  primary 
immunisation  and  1,020  received  booster  doses  as  compared  with  1,306 
and  997  respectively  in  1970. 

Of  the  1,545  children  born  in  1970,  1,106  were  immunised  against 
diphtheria  either  in  1970  or  1971.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  percentage  of 
71 .59%,  as  compared  with  67  -93%  for  1969. 


Number  of  Children  Immunised  in  1971 
Against  Diphtheria 


Child 

ren  boi 

n  in  years 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1964-67 

Others 
under  age  16 

Total 

Completed 
Primary  Courses 

23 

1079 

300 

23 

17 

7 

1449 

Re-inforcing 

Doses 

1 

44 

32 

9 

861 

73 

1020 

Records  of  the  immunisation  state  of  children  in  the  Divisional  area 
as  at  31st  December,  1971,  are  shown  below: — 


Age  at  31.12.71 
i.e..  Born  in  Year 

Under 

1 

1971 

1-4 

1967-70 

5-9 

1962-66 

10-14 

1957-61 

Total 

Under 

15 

Last  complete  course  of  in¬ 
jections  (whether  primary 
or  booster) 

A.  1967-71  . 

23 

4,569 

5,173 

3,888 

13,653 

B.  1966  or  earlier 

— 

— 

208 

2,092 

2,300 

Children  under  5 

Children  5-14 

Estimated  mid-year  child 
population 

7,400 

12,000 

19,400 

Percentage  of  child  popula¬ 
tion  last  immunised 
1967-71  (whether  primary 
or  booster) 

62.05 

75. 

51 

70.38 
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Measles  Vaccination 

The  number  of  persons  who  received  vaccination  against  measles 
during  the  year  was  as  follows: 


Born  in  year 

1970  615 

1969  521 

1968  85 

1964-67  . .  . .  80 

1955-63  ..  ..  7 


Total  ..  1,308 


Whooping  Cough 

Immunisation  of  children  against  whooping  cough  has  continued 
throughout  the  year.  The  majority  of  children  immunised  received  pro¬ 
tection  through  the  combined  antigens. 

The  inoculations  have  been  carried  out  by  private  medical  practi¬ 
tioners  and  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  during  the  year  1,411  children 
received  protective  treatment  as  follows,  compared  with  1,376  in  1970: — 


Number  of  children  immunised  born 

in  year 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1964-67 

1955-63 

Total 

23 

1062 

296 

16 

9 

5 

1,411 

Of  the  1,545  children  born  in  1970  a  total  of  1,089  were  immunised 
either  in  1970  or  1971.  This  is  equivalent  to  70.49%  of  the  total  number  of 
children  born  in  1970  and  compares  with  67.53%  for  1969. 

Dysentery 

During  the  year  17  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  were  confirmed  in  the 
Division  as  compared  with  24  cases  in  1970.  Thirteen  of  these  cases  occur¬ 
red  in  Colne  Valley  U.D.,  one  in  Holmfirth  U.D.,  one  in  Kirkburton  U.D. 
and  2  in  the  Saddleworth  Urban  District.  Of  these,  7  were  children  of  pre¬ 
school  age,  one  was  of  school  age  and  9  were  adults. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year. 

The  arrangements  for  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  have  con¬ 
tinued. 


During  the  year,  vaccinations  given  were  as  follows: — 


Children  born  in  1971 

Primary  Course 
23 

Reinforcing  Doses 
2 

Children  born  in  1970 

1,083 

43 

Children  born  in  1969 

303 

33 

Children  born  in  1968 

26 

8 

Children  born  in  1964-67 

25 

844 

Others  under  aged  16  years 

6 

53 

Total 

1,466 

983 
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Food  Poisoning 

Five  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  the  Saddlcworth  U.D. 


Brucellosis  in  Cattle 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  the  various  Urban 
Districts  in  the  Division  and  the  County  Milk  Sampling  Officers  have 
continued  taking  samples  of  milk  for  biological  test  for  Tuberculosis  and 
Brucellosis.  No  samples  were  positive  for  Tuberculosis  but  of  720  herd 
samples  taken  20  were  positive  for  Brucellosis  by  cream  culture  test. 

The  follow-up  of  the  positive  herd  samples  resulted  in  the  taking  of 
1,539  individual  cow  samples  of  which  87  were  positive  by  cream  culture 
test.  In  consequence  of  these  results,  37  compulsory  Pasteurisation  Orders 
were  made  under  Section  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  (General) 
1959,  involving  25  farms. 


Details  of  the  samples  taken  in  the  various  Urban  Districts  are  given 
in  the  following  table: — 


District 

HERDS 

INDIVIDUAL  COWS 

No. 

Taken 

Positive  Results 

No. 

Taken 

Results  Positive 

Cream 

Serum 

Spleen 

Cream 

Serum 

Spleen 

Colne  Valley 

160 

7 

_ 

_ 

112 

13 

_ 

_ 

Denby  Dale 

36 

— 

— 

— 

734 

43 

— 

— 

Holmfirth 

109 

4 

— 

— 

49 

10 

— 

— 

Kirkburton 

305 

9 

— 

— 

429 

14 

— 

— 

Meltham 

72 

— 

— 

— 

32 

2 

— 

— 

Saddleworth 

38 

— 

— 

— 

183 

5 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

720 

20 

— 

1,539 

87 

— 

— 
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Mass  Radiography  Service 


Details  of  the  Surveys  carried  out  in  the  Divisional  area  during  the 
year  are  as  follows: — 


ABNORMALITIES 

DISCOV1 

ERED 

Survey  undertaken  at 

Number 

Examined 

Tuben 

miosis 

Active 

Inactive 

Other 

Total 

Colne  Valley  U.D. 

Conservative  Club, 

Marsden 

526 

1 

5 

6 

Civic  Hall,  Slaithwaite 

564 

_ 

2 

3 

5 

Thornton  &  Ross  Ltd., 
Linth  waite 

195 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Denby  Dale  U.D. 

R.  Beanland  &  Co., 

Clayton  West 

272 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

W.R.C.C.  Clinic,  Scissett 

444 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Holmfirth  U.D. 

Community  Centre, 

Honley 

212 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

J.  Watkinson  &  Son, 
Washpit  Mills, 

Holmfirth 

200 

Burnlee  Working  Men’s 
Club,  Holmfirth 

291 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kirkburton  U.D. 

Parish  Hall,  Lepton 

150 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meltham  U.D. 

D.  Brown  &  Sons  Ltd., 
Meltham 

1435 

_ 

2 

9 

11 

Saddleworth  U.D. 

Civic  Centre 

Uppermill 

246 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Total 

4535 

— 

5 

21 

26 
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MIDWIFERY  AND  MATERNITY  SERVICES 


Domiciliary  Midwifery 

The  number  of  cases  attended  by  the  domiciliary  midwives  during  the 
year  was  146  as  compared  with  194  in  1970. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  3  midwives  and  7  nurse/midwives 
were  engaged  in  the  Division.  During  the  year  one  nurse/midwife  was 
appointed  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  3  midwives  and 
8  nurse/midwives. 

The  services  of  the  domiciliary  midwives  continued  to  be  offered  to  all 
patients  confined  in  hospitals  or  maternity  homes  but  discharged  home 
before  the  10th  day  of  puerperium.  During  the  year,  408  such  patients 
received  nursing  care. 

Of  the  1,615  births  notified  and  attributed  to  the  Division,  152  occur¬ 
red  at  home. 


Gas  and  Air  Analgesia 

Trilene  was  administered  to  1 0 1  cases  or  69 . 1 8  %  of  the  cases  attended 
as  compared  with  126  cases  in  1970. 

Pethidine  was  administered  by  domiciliary  midwives  to  93  cases  or 
63.70%  of  the  cases  attended  as  compared  with  102  cases  in  1970. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics 


During  the  year,  53  ante-natal  patients  attended  at  the  various  clinics, 
details  of  which  are  given  in  the  following  table: — 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Patients 

Attendances 

Number 

Average 

of 

Ante- 

Post- 

Ante- 

Post- 

attendance 

Clinic 

Sessions 

Natal 

Natal 

Natal 

Natal 

per  session 

Springhead 

24 

39 

_ 

280 

_ 

11.67 

Uppermill 

23 

14 

— 

112 

— 

4.87 

TOTAL 

1 47 

53 

— 

392 

8.34 

flncludes  35  sessions  conducted  by  midwife — no  doctor  present. 


The  arrangements  made  with  the  general  practitioner/obstetricians 
for  the  midwives  and  home  nurse/midwives  to  attend  the  weekly  ante¬ 
natal  clinics  conducted  by  them  in  their  surgeries  have  continued.  Particu¬ 
lars  of  attendances  at  these  clinics  are  given  below: — 
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Denby  Dale 

No.  of  sessions 

46 

No.  of  attendances 
377 

Golcar 

65 

156 

Golcar 

96 

209 

Honley 

46 

791 

Shepley 

24 

260 

Meltham 

15 

91 

Skelmanthorpe  . . 

41 

239 

Slaithwaite 

44 

231 

Slaithwaite 

46 

201 

Slaithwaite 

46 

163 

Scissett 

8 

98 

Kirkburton 

26 

165 

The  attendances  at  the  ante-natal  relaxation  classes  show  an  increase 
of  1 1 1  on  those  for  1970.  The  instruction  given  by  the  midwives  and  health 
visitors  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  expectant  mothers. 

Particulars  of  attendances  at  these  classes  are  shown  in  the  following 
table: — 


Clinic 

Number 

of 

Sessions 

Number 

of 

Patients 

Number 

of 

attendances 

Average 
attendance 
per  session 

Golcar 

52 

34 

254 

4.88 

Honley 

48 

22 

141 

2.94 

Kirkheaton  . . 

52 

38 

359 

6.90 

Kirkburton  . . 

50 

48 

411 

8.22 

Lepton 

48 

34 

223 

4.65 

Meltham 

42 

45 

199 

4.74 

Scissett 

40 

57 

294 

7.35 

Slaithwaite  . . 

47 

32 

192 

4.09 

Uppermill  . . 

50 

48 

364 

7.28 

Springhead 

50 

42 

366 

7.32 

Holmfirth 

48 

101 

570 

11 .88 

TOTAL 

527 

501 

3273 

6.40 

Flying  Squad  Arrangements 

The  arrangements  for  the  “Obstetric  Flying  Squads”  based  on  the 
Huddersfield  Royal  Infirmary  and  the  Oldham  and  District  General 
Hospital  have  continued.  No  calls  were  made  on  either  squad  to  attend 
patients  in  the  Division  during  the  year. 


Institutional  Midwifery 

The  percentage  of  institutional  births  is  90.78  as  compared  with  87.63 
in  1970. 

The  system  of  booking  for  maternity  accommodation  in  Huddersfield 
whereby  applications  are  made  through  the  general  practitioner  has  con¬ 
tinued  and  has  secured  a  better  selection  of  patients. 
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The  scheme  for  planned  48  hour-plus  discharge  from  the  Marron 
Maternity  Unit  at  the  Oldham  &  District  General  Hospital  continues  to 
work  satisfactorily.  Notification  is  received  of  all  pending  early  discharges 
and  environmental  reports  are  submitted  in  those  cases  where  the  home 
conditions  are  considered  to  be  unsuitable. 


Place  of  Confinement 

Colne 

Valley 

Denby 

Dale 

Holm- 

firth 

Kirk- 

burton 

Mel- 

tham 

Saddle- 

worth 

i 

Total 

General  Hospitals: 

Hudds.  Royal  Infirmary 

64 

21 

22 

58 

22 

187 

St.  Luke’s  Hospital 

108 

34 

6 

85 

34 

_ 

267 

Holme  Valley  Memorial 
Hospital 

6 

280 

12 

8 

306 

Oldham  &  Dist.  General 
Hospital 

171 

171 

Ashton-u-Lyne  General 
Hospital 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

20 

Others 

_ 

14 

2 

2 

18 

N.H.S.  Maternity  Homes 
and  Hospitals: 

Princess  Royal  Maternity 
Home 

142 

67 

16 

131 

46 

402 

Woodfield  Maternity 

Home 

_ 

68 

68 

Others 

— 

9 

_ 

9 

_ 

6 

24 

Private  Maternity  Homes 

— 

— 

— 

314 

151 

324 

297 

110 

267 

1463 

Domiciliary 

12 

37 

9 

34 

4 

56 

152 

TOTAL 

326 

188 

333 

331 

114 

323 
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Premature  Babies 

During  the  year  78  babies  weighing  lbs.  or  less  were  born  alive  in 
hospitals  or  nursing  homes  to  mothers  normally  resident  in  the  Division 

and  1 1  were  born  at  home.  Of  those  born  at  home  8  were  surviving  at  the 
end  of  the  month. 


Co-operation  with  General  Practitioners 

For  a  number  of  years  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  West  Riding  to 
encourage  co-operation  with  General  Practitioners.  Evidence  of  this  policy 
is  seen  in  the  Division  by  the  increasing  use  by  General  Practitioners  of 
Local  Authority  Health  Premises,  either  as  main  or  branch  surgery 
accommodation.  Nursing  attachments  to  practices  are  popular.  There  is  an 
increasing  use  by  General  Practitioners  of  the  County  Computer  facilities 
for  vaccination  and  immunisation  programmes. 

At  the  present  time,  16  General  Practitioners  representing  seven 
practises  use  Health  Premises  for  main  surgeries.  A  further  8  General 
Practitioners  use  Local  Authority  Clinics  for  branch  surgeries. 
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CHILD  WELFARE 


Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  for  the  distribution  of 
Welfare  Foods. 


At  the  17  distribution  centres  in  the  Division  the  welfare  foods 
distributed  during  the  year,  and  the  comparative  figures  for  1967,  1968, 
1969,  and  1970  are  as  follows: 


1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

National  Dried  Milk 

591 

630 

1,183 

1,889 

2,183 

(Tins) 

Orange  Juice  (Bottles) 

42,446 

36,893 

33,107 

31,429 

32,602 

Cod  Liver  Oil  (Bottles) 

1,508 

1,757 

1,849 

2,226 

2,134 

Vitamin  A.  &  D. 

1,433 

1,788 

1,704 

1,501 

1,546 

Tablets  (Packets) 

Vitamin  A.  C.  D.  Drops 

1,437 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

As  compared  with  1970  there  has  been  a  decrease  of  28  to  4,850  in 
the  number  of  children  who  attended  the  various  clinics  but  an  increase  of 
561  to  36,189  in  the  number  of  attendances  made.  The  attendances  at  the 
Mobile  Clinic  have  shown  little  variation  from  last  year,  269  children 
making  903  attendances  as  compared  with  248  children  making  923 
attendances  in  1970. 
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HEALTH  VISITING 


The  number  of  cases  visited  during  the  year  was  8,865  which  is  an 
increase  of  99  on  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year  2  full-time  qualified  health  visitors  and  2  assistant 
health  visitors  were  appointed  whilst  one  assistant  health  visitor  resigned 
her  appointment. 

A  Health  Visitor  has  continued  to  attend  the  diabetic  out-patient  clinic 
held  at  the  Huddersfield  Royal  Infirmary  on  one  half-day  each  week.  She 
also  carried  out  home  visitations  of  the  West  Riding  patients  attending 
the  clinic.  During  the  year,  the  Health  Visitor  attended  47  clinic  sessions 
and  made  2,251  home  visits  to  319  patients. 


Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors 


Cases  Visited 

No.  of 
Cases 

Children  bom  in  1971  . . 

1,704 

Children  born  in  1970  .  . 

1,249 

Children  bom  in  1966-69 

2,452 

5,405 

Persons  aged  65  or  over  (excluding 

“domestic  help  only”  visits) 

1,008 

Mentally  disordered  persons  . . 

24 

Persons,  excluding  maternity  cases. 

discharged  from  hospital 

388 

No.  of  tuberculous  households  visited 

104 

No.  of  households  visited  on  account  of 

other  infectious  diseases 

29 

Other  cases 

1,907 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  health  education  activities  cariicd 
out  in  this  Division  during  1971. 

Schools 

Over  the  past  twelve  months  the  formal  health  education  has  been 
carried  out  with  enthusiasm  by  the  health  visitors  concerned.  The  pro¬ 
grammes  have  been  planned  in  co-operation  with  the  schools  and  included 
as  part  of  the  curriculum.  This  is  encouraging  as  the  health  visitors  feel 
they  are  being  consulted  on  a  professional  basis  and  use  is  being  made  of 
their  specialised  knowledge. 

A  variety  of  films,  slides,  tapes,  cassettes  and  film  strips  have  been 
shown  covering  subjects  of  mothercraft,  personal  hygiene,  drugs,  V.D., 
smoking  and  home  safety.  Group  discussions  have  been  led  relative  to 
these  subjects  and  practical  instruction  given  in  the  infant  welfare  clinics 
with  regard  to  the  mothercraft  teaching. 

The  Home  Safety  Exhibition  has  been  held  in  two  Secondary  Schools 
and  the  Lung  Cancer  Display  in  one  Secondary  School. 

In  June  the  Divisional  Nursing  Officer  and  two  Medical  Officers  spent 
a  full  day  in  Holme  Valley  Grammar  School  leading  discussions  with  the 
senior  pupils  on  general  subjects  and  showing  films  on  smoking  and  V.D. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

Programmes  have  been  displayed  at  the  clinics  following  suggested 
subjects  from  Central  Office,  interspersed  with  local  activities  and  interests. 

The  Home  Safety  Exhibition  has  been  held  in  Holmfirth  Health 
Centre  and  the  Lung  Cancer  Display  at  Uppermill  Health  Centre. 

Mothercraft  and  Relaxation 

Twelve  clinics  in  the  Division  hold  mothercraft  and  relaxation  classes 
weekly.  They  are  run  jointly  between  the  midwife  and  health  visitor 
covering  a  programme  of  eight  talks  dealing  with  conception  through  to 
immunisation  and  vaccination.  Films  are  shown  and  fathers  are  encouraged 
to  attend  one  evening  session. 

Special  Health  Education  Activities 

In  Saddleworth  the  Health  Visitors  run  courses  for  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  Award  Scheme.  In  January  20  girls  commenced  the  Red  Cross 
Certificate,  junior  mothercraft  course  which  qualifies  successful  candidates 
for  a  part  section  in  the  Bronze  Medal  Group.  In  September,  14  girls 
commenced  the  Senior  Mothercraft  course  which  qualifies  them  for  a  part 
section  in  the  Silver  Medal  Group. 

A  series  of  twelve  talks  were  given  by  the  Health  Visitor  to  members 
of  Marsden  Youth  Club,  covering  communal  health,  alcohol,  smoking, 
drugs,  V.D.  and  personal  relationships. 

She  also  spoke  on  diet  to  the  Good  Companions  Club  (over  60’s)  in 
the  same  village. 

Health  education  given  by  the  District  Nursing  sisters  is  less  formal, 
being  more  domestic  and  personal  in  nature,  but  they  contributed  very 
much  to  the  well-being  of  the  community  by  encouraging  a  healthy 
attitude  of  mind  and  approach  to  life. 
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HOME  NURSING 


At  the  commencement  of  the  year  9  full-time  and  3  part-time  home 
nurses  and  7  full-time  nurse/midwives  were  engaged  in  the  Division. 
During  the  year  one  part-time  home  nurse  resigned  her  appointment. 
One  full-time  and  2  part-time  home  nurses  and  one  full-time  home  nurse/ 
midwife  were  appointed  and  one  part-time  home  nurse  was  transferred 
to  full-time. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  staff  consisted  of  1 1  full-time  and  3  part-time 
home  nurses  and  8  full-time  nurse/midwives. 

A  summary  of  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  is 
shown  in  the  following  table: 


Classification 

No.  of  cases 
attended  by 
Home  Nurses 
during  year 

No.  of  visits 
paid  by 

Home  Nurses 
during  year 

Medical 

1,722 

41,525 

Surgical 

787 

11,802 

Infectious  Diseases  . . 

21 

134 

Tuberculosis  . . 

15 

666 

Maternal  complications 

18 

189 

Other  . . 

1 

1 

Total 

2,564 

54,317 

Patients  included  above  who  were  aged  65 
or  over  at  the  time  of  the  first  visit  during 
the  year 

1,470 

34,150 

Children  included  above  who  were  under  5 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  first  visit 
during  the  year 

57 

351 

Patients  included  above  who  have  had  more 
than  24  visits  during  the  year 

616 

31,314 

18a 


CHIROPODY  SERVICE 


The  chiropody  service  in  Marsden  was  run  on  an  agency  basis  until 
the  31st  May,  1971,  when  it  was  transferred  to  direct  service. 

During  the  year  there  was  an  increase  of  507  in  the  number  of  patients 
receiving  treatment  and  an  increase  of  1,597  in  the  number  of  treatments 
given. 

The  proportion  of  handicapped  persons  and  expectant  mothers  is 
very  low  but  in  fact,  many  handicapped  persons  are  included  in  the 
Pensioner  class. 

Only  one  patient  received  treatment  at  more  frequent  intervals  than 
every  two  months. 


During  the  year  2,543  patients  made  11,169  attendances  at  treatment 
centres  and  1,277  patients  received  5,430  domiciliary  visits. 


CLI 

NIC 

DOMIC 

:iLIARY 

Patients 

Attendances 

Patients 

Attendances 

(a)  By  Direct  Service: 

Golcar 

208 

951 

*> 

V  220 

1,113 

Slaithwaite 

290 

1,377 

> 

f 

Holmfirth  .  . 

308 

1,390 

251 

1,100 

Honley 

96 

456 

81 

337 

Kirkburton . . 

62 

243 

1 

Kirkheaton .  . 

91 

445 

►  200 

827 

Lepton 

128 

574 

j 

Marsden 

155 

277 

49 

106 

Meltham 

225 

1,083 

78 

395 

Scissett 

252 

1,273 

118 

531 

Springhead 

93 

414 

1 

r  91 

286 

Uppermill  . . 

164 

898 

J 

Emley 

78 

407 

34 

190 

(b)  By  Voluntary  Assc. 

Delph 

108 

454 

36 

142 

Denshaw  . . 

34 

200 

5 

18 

Greenfield  . . 

96 

390 

65 

251 

Marsden 

155 

337 

49 

116 

TOTAL  . . 

2,543 

11,169 

1,277 

5,430 
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Screening  Tests  for  Cervical  Cancer 

Married  women,  aged  25  to  65  years  were  eligible  for  the  service  if 
they  were  referred  by  their  own  general  practitioners.  Details  of  the  clinics 
held  during  the  year  will  be  found  in  the  accompanying  table. 


Name  and  Address  of  Clinic 

No.  of 
sessions 
held 
during 
year 

No.  of 
patients 
attending 
for  first 
time 
during 
year 

Total 
No.  of 
smears 
taken 

No.  of 
patients 
with 
positive 
smears 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Eastgate,  Honley 

4 

65 

65 

— 

Health  Services  Centre, 

Shelley  Lane,  Kirkburton 

8 

114 

114 

— 

W.R.C.C.  Clinic, 

Fleet  Street,  Scissett 

4 

60 

60 

1 

W.R.C.C.  Clinic, 

Carr  Lane,  Slaithwaite 

3 

30 

31 

— 

W.R.C.C.  Clinic, 

Cooper  Street,  Springhead 

3 

33 

33 

— 

W.R.C.C.  Clinic, 

Causeway  Crescent,  Linthwaite 

3 

36 

36 

— 

W.R.C.C.  Clinic 

Fields  Rise,  Kirkheaton 

5 

65 

66 

— 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Scar  Lane,  Golcar 

3 

39 

40 

1 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Carlile  Institute,  Meltham 

5 

77 

77 

— 

W.R.C.C.  Clinic, 

Tipping  Lane,  Emley 

3 

37 

37 

— 

W.R.C.C.  Health  Centre, 

Huddersfield  Road,  Holmfirth 

7 

97 

98 

1 

W.R.C.C.  Clinic, 

Victoria  St.,  Marsden 

1 

11 

11 

— 

W.R.C.C.  Health  Centre, 

Smithy  Lane,  Uppermill 

2 

39 

39 

— 

David  Brown  Tractors, 

Meltham 

3 

73 

74 

1 

Greenfield  Mill, 

Greenfield 

2 

56 

56 

— 

Compoflex  (Mill), 

Delph 

2 

43 

43 

— 

Total 

58 

875 

880 

4 
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National  Assistance  Acts,  1948-1951 

Under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  a  local 
authority  may  take  action  to  secure  removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons 
m  need  of  care  and  attention.  No  action  was  taken  under  this  Section 
during  the  year. 


Ambulance  Service 

During  the  year  close  co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Honley  Depot  and  any  difficulties  of  a  medical 
nature  arising  have  been  discussed. 

The  Service  has  worked  smoothly  throughout  the  year  and  complaints 
have  been  negligible. 

During  the  year  the  ambulances  from  the  Honley  Depot  travelled 
222,517  miles  and  carried  36,533  patients,  3,001  of  these  being  stretcher 
patients.  Particulars  of  the  cases  carried  are  given  below: — 


Out-Patients 

Admissions 

Discharges 

Transfers 

Accident  Patients 

..  31,989 

2,358 
1,060 
309 
817 

36,533 

In  the  Saddleworth  area  arrangements  with  the  Oldham  County 
Borough  Ambulance  Service  have  continued. 

During  the  year  ambulances  of  the  Oldham  Service  made  journeys 
involving  22,898  miles  and  carried  3,230  patients  and  in  addition  journeys 
involving  29,812  miles  were  made  by  Sitting  Case  Cars  on  behalf  of  4,947 
patients.  Of  the  patients  carried  343  were  classed  as  accident  cases,  210 
emergency  cases  and  8,177  others. 


Medical  Examinations  for  Superannuation  Purposes 

During  the  year  31  examinations  regarding  suitability  for  entry  into 
the  County  Council  Superannuation  Scheme  were  carried  out  by  the 
Department’s  Medical  Staff. 

In  addition,  10  examinations  were  carried  out  on  behalf  of  other 
Authorities. 

Six  special  examinations  following  prolonged  sickness  were  also 

made  at  the  request  of  the  various  employing  Authorities. 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


Introduction 

This  account  of  the  School  Health  Service  is  a  Divisional  report  and  is 
a  combination  of  the  reports  presented  to  the  Upper  Agbrigg  Divisional 
Executive  and  the  Saddleworth  District  Sub-Committee.  The  statistics 
relate  to  the  whole  Division. 


Schools  in  the  Area 

There  are  in  the  Division  74  schools  or  separate  departments,  which 
include  the  Royd  Edge  Special  School,  Meltham. 

The  approximate  number  of  pupils  on  the  registers  in  December,  1971 
was  15,831  (an  increase  of  1,713  as  compared  with  the  previous  year)  and 
was  composed  of: — 

Infants  Juniors  Seniors 

4,082  6,400  5,349 

Of  the  67  Primary  Schools,  31  are  Voluntary  and  36  are  County 
Schools: — 


The  distribution  is  as  follows: — 


Colne 

Valley 

Denby 

Dale 

Holm- 

firth 

Kirk- 

burton 

Mel¬ 

tham 

Saddle¬ 

worth 

Total 

Type  of 
School 

J4 

o 

o 

M 

o 

on 

C/D 

‘d 

p 

a< 

C/D 

o 

o 

-C 

o 

on 

% 

'a 

£ 

ja 

O 

o 

-C 

o 

CO 

C/D 

'a 

3 

Q* 

o 

o 

-C 

& 

C/D 

d 

w) 

o 

o 

X! 

'5. 

3 

Oh 

o 

o 

•C 

& 

C/D 

‘5. 

3 

cu 

C/D 

o 

o 

-C 

<2 

.a 

'5. 

£ 

Primary 

Secondary 

16 

2262 

9 

1354 

14 

2096 

14 

1890 

3 

879 

11 

2001 

67 

10482 

Modern 

— 

1 

684 

1 

1037 

1 

366 

— 

— 

1 

709 

4 

2796 

Grammar 

— 

— 

— 

1 

839 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

839 

Comprehensive 

1 

1660 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1660 

Special 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

54 

— 

— 

1 

54 

All  Types 

17 

3922 

10 

2038 

16 

3972 

15 

2256 

4 

933 

12 

2710 

74 

15831 

Pupils  from  Saddleworth  attend  Grammar  Schools  in  Oldham  and 
Manchester,  but  so  far  as  the  School  Health  Service  is  concerned,  they  are 
the  responsibility  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Independent  Schools  and 
of  the  Oldham  County  Borough  Council. 

Some  pupils  from  outlying  parts  of  the  Division  attend  Grammar 
Schools  at  Mirfield,  Penistone,  etc. 
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Medical  Inspections 

The  Medical  Inspection  pattern  was  continued  as  in  previous  years. 
As  a  rule  the  initial  examination  is  a  Pre-school  Medical  Examination. 
Thereafter  selective  examinations  are  undertaken  at  the  intermediate  and 
leaver  stages. 

The  method  of  selection  is  by  the  process  of  sending  questionnaire  to 
parents  and  obtaining  reports  from  teachers  and  health  visitors.  The 
questionnaires  and  reports  are  then  perused  by  the  School  Medical  Officer 
who  only  sees  those  children  who  may  have  medical  problems. 

During  the  year  1,766  periodic  examinations  were  carried  out  whilst 
the  number  of ‘specials’  was  1,774.  (This  figure  includes  those  examined 
under  the  Selective  Method). 

Particulars  of  the  age  grouping  of  children  found  at  periodic  medical 
inspections  to  require  treatment  are  given  below: — 


Age  groups  inspected 
(by  year  of  birth) 

For  Defective 
Vision 
(excluding 
squint) 

For  any  of  the 
other  conditions 
recorded  in 
table  of  defects 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

1967  and  later 

5 

10 

12 

1966 

10 

69 

71 

1965 

7 

18 

21 

1964 

2 

5 

6 

1963 

3 

3 

4 

1962 

1 

1 

2 

1961 

1 

3 

4 

1960 

— 

_ 

1959 

3 

1 

3 

1958 

— 

1 

1 

1957 

— 

2 

2 

1956  and  earlier 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

33 

114 

128 
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Defects  Found  at  Medical  Inspections 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  all  defects  noted  at  both  periodic, 
selective  and  special  examinations.  All  defects  noted  at  medical  inspections 
as  requiring  treatment  are  included,  whether  or  not  this  treatment  was 
begun  before  the  date  of  inspection: — 


Defect  or  Disease 

Number  of  Defects 

Periodic 

Inspections 

Selec 
Special  1 

ive  and 
nspections 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 
Observation 
but  not 
Treatment 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 
Observation 
but  not 
Treatment 

Skin 

12 

37 

6 

34 

Eyes  (a)  Vision 

33 

92 

93 

404 

(b)  Squint 

34 

43 

13 

34 

(c)  Other  .  . 

2 

5 

4 

7 

Ears  (a)  Hearing 

3 

24 

13 

48 

(b)  Otitis  Media  .  . 

10 

43 

24 

36 

(c)  Other  . . 

1 

3 

2 

3 

Nose  or  Throat 

18 

114 

29 

112 

Speech  . . 

5 

54 

7 

30 

Lymphatic  Glands 

— 

22 

— 

14 

Heart  and  Circulation 

2 

23 

1 

18 

Lungs 

5 

47 

7 

68 

Developmental  (a)  Hernia  . . 

1 

16 

2 

6 

(b)  Other  . . 

3 

58 

1 

37 

Orthopaedic  (a)  Posture 

— 

17 

2 

6 

(b)  Feet 

5 

29 

1 

18 

(c)  Other 

1 

26 

3 

23 

Nervous  System  (a)  Epilepsy 

2 

4 

4 

14 

(b)  Other  . . 

2 

22 

— 

13 

Psychological  (a)  Development 

1 

51 

— 

76 

(b)  Stability 

1 

57 

3 

76 

Abdomen 

1 

9 

5 

18 

Other . 

10 

95 

28 

152 

TOTAL 

152 

891 

248 

1247 

Physical  Condition  of  Children 

All  pupils,  except  5,  at  routine  periodic  medical  inspections  were 
classified  as  being  ‘Satisfactory’. 
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Other  Examinations 

In  addition  to  routine,  special  and  follow-up  examinations  of  children 
at  school  medical  inspections,  children  were  examined  at  home  or  at 
school  for  various  reasons.  These  include  non-attendance  at  school, 
children  returning  to  special  schools,  and  also  those  examined  with  a  view 
to  providing  special  educational  treatment. 

(Jncleanliness 

The  total  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  was  23,935  and 
364  individual  children  (2-30%  of  the  school  population)  were  found  to  be 
infested  on  at  least  one  occasion.  No  cleaning  notices  were  issued  under 
Section  54(2)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944. 

Arrangements  for  Treatment 

School  Clinics 

There  are  no  special  school  clinics  in  the  Division.  The  children  of 
school  age  may  attend  any  of  the  16  child  welfare  centres  in  the  area  for 
treatment  of  minor  ailments  and  to  receive  “booster  doses”  of  Diphtheria, 
Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis  antigens.  Children  also  attended  these  clinics  for 
a  medical  examination  just  prior  to  starting  school  at  the  age  of  5  years. 

Special  Clinics 
Ophthalmic  Clinics 

Unfortunately  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board  have  been  unable 
to  make  available  the  services  of  an  ophthalmologist  and  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  arrange  any  special  eye  clinic  sessions  during  the  year.  Pupils 
found  to  have  eye  defects  have  either  been  referred  to  their  own  doctors 
or,  if  the  parents  so  wished,  to  the  out-patient  department  at  the  Hudders¬ 
field  Royal  Infirmary. 

Orthopaedic  Clinics 

The  special  hospital  Out-Patient  clinic  for  West  Riding  children  has 
continued  to  be  held  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Annan  and  Mr.  G.  F.  Hird  at  the 
Huddersfield  Royal  Infirmary.  At  the  7  sessions  held  during  the  year,  52 
children  made  a  total  of  58  attendances. 

Child  Guidance  Treatment 

The  waiting  list  of  children  to  be  seen  at  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic 
is  lengthy  and  thus  cases  have  to  be  carefully  selected  before  they  are 
actually  referred  to  the  Clinic.  In  the  Division  we  are  indebted  to  the 
help  given  to  us  by  Dr.  K.  N.  Maxwell,  psychiatrist,  and  Mr.  D.  G.  Pickles 
and  Mr.  P.  J.  Monaghan  the  Educational  Psychologists.  During  the  year 
39  children  from  the  Division  attended  the  clinic. 

Speech  Therapy 

There  is  an  establishment  for  one  full-time  Speech  Therapist.  Mrs. 
Stacey  recommenced  duty  in  January  and  she  and  Mrs.  Toeman  continued 
to  provide  part-time  service  until  August  when  Mrs.  Toeman  resigned. 
It  was  not  possible  to  appoint  her  replacement  until  January,  1972. 
Inevitably  there  is  a  waiting  list  of  children  to  be  seen  by  the  Speech 
Therapist  and  cases  for  referral  have  to  be  carefully  selected. 
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During  the  year,  251  individual  children  attended  for  treatment  at  clinics 
held  at  Slaithwaite,  Meltham,  Honley,  Uppermill  and  the  Divisional 
Health  Office,  Huddersfield. 

Dental  Treatment 

A  comprehensive  dental  service  is  available  throughout  the  Division. 
Details  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  and  the  previous  year  are 
summarised  below: — 

1971  1970 


No.  of  children  inspected 

11,132 

10,676 

No.  of  children  found  to  require  treatment 

5,062 

5,043 

No.  of  children  treated 

3,287 

3,563 

No.  of  attendances 

8,379 

8,135 

No.  of  extractions— temporary 

2,586 

2,908 

No.  of  extractions — permanent 

897 

913 

No.  of  fillings — temporary 

1,924 

1,337 

No.  of  fillings — permanent 

5,965 

8,333 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  previous  arrangements  for  diphtheria  immunisation 

have  con- 

tinued,  the  injections  being  given  by  private  practitioners  and  at  the 
Welfare  Centres. 

The  majority  of  children  are  now  immunised  before  entering  school. 
This  should  always  be  the  case  and  the  importance  of  immunisation  in 
infancy  cannot  be  over  emphasised.  Children  protected  in  infancy  should 
have  booster  injections  when  they  commence  school  and  five  years  later. 

The  number  of  children  who  received  primary  immunisation  after 
entering  school  was  24  and  the  number  receiving  re-inforcement  injections 
was  934. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

In  accordance  with  the  County  Council’s  scheme  for  the  prevention 
of  Tuberculosis,  arrangements  were  made  to  offer  B.C.G.  Vaccination  to 
all  children  aged  11  years  and  over.  Vaccinations  were  carried  out  during 
October  when  923  children  were  vaccinated. 

Details  are  given  below  of  the  work  undertaken  during  the  year: 


Number  of  children  offered  B.C.G.  . .  . .  . .  .  .  1253 

Number  of  acceptances  . .  . .  . .  . .  1072 

Number  completing  skin  testing  (including  children  brought 
forward  from  previous  year)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  999 

Number  positive  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  43 

%  positive  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  4  -45 

Number  negative  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  923 

Number  Vaccinated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  923 

Number  of  Skin  Tests  after  12  months 


Protection  of  Children  Against  Tuberculosis 

The  arrangements  for  the  X-ray  examination  of  the  chests  of  all  new 
entrants  to  the  teaching  profession  and  non-teaching  staff  of  schools  have 
continued.  Likewise  have  those  for  re-examination  when  the  Mass  Radio¬ 
graphy  Unit  is  available  in  the  area. 
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The  children  found  to  be  mantoux  positive  as  a  result  of  tests  for 
B.C.G.  vaccinations  are  invited  to  attend  for  X-ray  examination  when  the 
Mass  Radiography  Unit  is  operating  in  the  area. 

School  Meals  Service 

New  entrants  to  the  staffs  of  school  canteens  are  examined  by  the 
Department’s  Medical  staff.  During  the  year  57  new  entrants  were  ex¬ 
amined  and  in  each  case  a  certificate  to  the  effect  that  the  examinee  was  fit 
to  work  in  the  School  Meals  Service  was  forwarded  to  the  Divisional 
Education  Officer. 


Youth  Employment  Service 

There  is  close  co-operation  between  the  School  Health  and  Youth 
Employment  Services.  The  medical  records  of  all  school  leavers  are  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  before  the  pupils  are  interviewed 
by  the  Youth  Employment  Officer  and  types  of  work  for  which  any  child  is, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Officer,  unsuited,  are  pointed  out. 

The  more  seriously  handicapped  children  are  recommended  to  the 
Youth  Employment  Officer  for  inclusion  in  the  Disabled  Persons  Register. 

In  connection  with  the  Employment  of  Children  Bye-Laws,  certificates 
regarding  their  suitability  for  employment  outside  school  hours  were 
granted  to  19  children  for  employment  as  follows: 


Newspaper  delivery  . .  5 

Shop  work  (shelf  filler)  .  .  3 

Entertainment  . .  10 

Storekeeper  . .  .  .  ] 


Handicapped  Pupils 

Facilities  for  the  special  educational  treatment  of  all  classes  of  handi¬ 
capped  pupils  requiring  residential  care  are  now  fairly  readily  available, 
except  those  classified  as  Educationally  Sub-normal  and  Maladjusted. 

During  the  year  59  pupils  already  on  the  Handicapped  Pupils  Register 
were  examined  to  ascertain  their  need  for  continued  special  educational 
treatment.  In  addition  24  children  were  examined  for  the  first  time  and  24 
were  put  on  the  Register  of  Handicapped  Pupils.  The  number  of  children 
removed  from  the  Register  as  no  longer  requiring  special  educational 
treatment,  or  because  they  were  over  school  age  or  left  the  Division  was  32. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  202  children  were  included  in  the  Register,  the 
sub-division  into  the  various  classes  being  as  follows: — 


No.  on 
Register 

No.  at 
Special 
School 

No.  at 
Ordinary 
School 

No.  of 
Col.  3 
awaiting 
placement 

Maladjusted 

12 

6 

5 

5 

Deaf 

5 

5 

_ 

_ 

Partially  Deaf  .  . 

6 

4 

2 

_ 

Delicate 

6 

2 

4 

1 

Partially  Sighted 

4 

2 

2 

Blind 

2 

2 

_ 

Physically  Handicapped 

40 

18 

22 

5 

Educationally  Subnormal 

127 

58 

68 

24 

202 

97 

103 

35 
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1.  One  maladjusted  child  shown  above  is  away  at  a  remand  home  at  the 

moment. 

2.  One  educationally  subnormal  child  committed  to  an  Approved  School. 

The  Children’s  Home,  The  Leas,  Scholes 

This  report  on  ‘The  Leas’  Children’s  Home  is  for  the  year  ended  31st 
March,  1972. 

During  this  period  all  the  cottages  have  been  in  use  except  one  which 
was  closed  for  approximately  four  months  due  to  shortage  of  staff. 

The  number  of  admissions  during  the  year  was  74  and  there  were 
87  discharges.  The  number  resident  on  1st  April,  1971  was  67  and  on  the 
31st  March,  1972,  was  54. 

Apart  from  5  children  who  are  in  attendance  at  special  schools,  all 
the  children  attend  local  day  schools.  Three  children  were  found  to  be 
educationally  sub-normal  and  recommended  for  admission  to  a  special 
school. 

All  children  are  medically  examined  as  soon  as  possible  after  admis- 
tion  and  there  was  one  full  routine  medical  inspection  and  one  dental 
inspection.  During  the  year,  24  children  made  41  attendances  at  the  Dental 
Clinic,  1 1  children  made  25  attendances  at  the  Eye  Clinic,  5  children 
attended  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic,  2  attended  the  Hearing  Clinic  and  one 
attended  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Two  children  had  E.E.G.  tests  at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Huddersfield. 

One  boy  had  an  operation  for  hernia,  and  one  girl  had  further 
operative  treatment  on  a  cyst  on  her  wrist.  One  boy  had  an  eye  straightened 
and  the  same  child  had  tonsillectomy. 

Nortonthorpe  Hostel  for  Maladjusted  Boys 

The  purpose  of  the  Hostel  is  to  provide  a  stable  and  pleasant  back¬ 
ground  for  socially  insecure  children  and  so  enable  them  to  mature  and 
eventually  return  to  their  homes  without  breaking  down. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  24  boys  were  in  residence  at  the  Hostel. 

Reports  to  the  Local  Health  Authority: 

Education  Act,  1944.  Section  57 

During  the  year,  2  children  were  reported  to  the  Local  Health  Author¬ 
ity  under  Section  57(4),  2  as  “Unsuitable”  for  education  at  school  and  10 
as  requiring  “Care  and  Guidance  after  leaving  school”. 

Medical  Examination  of  Teachers  and  Entrants  to  Courses  of  Training 

During  the  year,  124  candidates,  32  male,  92  female,  for  entry  into 
Teachers’  Training  Colleges  were  examined  and  reports  submitted  to  the 
appropriate  College  Authority.  In  addition,  7  reports  on  Form  28  R.Q. 
regarding  the  new  entrants  to  the  profession  were  forwarded  to  the 
Department  of  Education  and  Science. 

Liaison  with  Hospitals  and  General  Practitioners 

Cordial  relations  exist  between  staffs  of  the  School  Health  Service, 
the  Hospital  Service  and  the  General  Practitioners.  Information  is  passed 
and  mutual  assistance  is  given  to  the  general  benefit  of  the  children  of  the 

area. 
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